MADRONE

Endorsing Preservation:

- Damascus City Council

- Grant Park CPO (Comm. Plan. Org.)
- Boring CPO

- Rock Creek CPO

- Eagle Creek-Barton CPO

- South Clackamas CPO

- Carver Store

- Carver Hangar

- Carver Curves Café

- Rock Garden Tavern

- Still Meadow Community

- Clackamas River Basin Council

- Damascus for Open Space

- Friends of Barton Pk. & Clack. Riv.
- Friends of Mount Hood

- Cooper Spur Wild and Free Coalition
- Oregon Natural Resources Council
- Oregon League of Conserv. Voters
- Native Plant Society of Oregon

- Sierra Club

- Audubon Society of Portland

- Friends of Forest Park

- Three Rivers Land Conservancy

- American Alpine Club-Oregon

- Yvon Chouinard, Patagonia

- Fed. of Western Outdoors Clubs

- Oregon Equestrian Trails

- Outward Bound

- Mazamas

- Ptarmigans

- The Access Fund

Grants Received From:
- Mazamas

- The Access Fund

- American Alpine Club-Oregon
- Yvon Chouinard, Patagonia

The Madrone Wall Preservation
Committee is a tax exempt 501(c)(3)
Oregon all-volunteer public charitable
organization focused on preserving and
re-establishing access to the Madrone
Wall of Clackamas County and to act as
a parks advocacy organization for a
future park at the site of this amazing
civic treasure.

MADRONE

IS

MADRONE

I. UPDATE:

Fall 2005: Over 500 letters, emails, phone calls were sent to Board of County Commissioners endorsing preservation and re-established
recreational access. There were zero communications to Commissioners recommending sale of site for private mining operation or trophy home
housing development. Over 30 organizations, including all nearby CPO’s, governments (e.g., City of Damascus), Carver-area businesses,

citizens, and environmental and recreational organizations, endorsed preservation. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!

31 January 2006: Board of County Commissioners Study Session:
- Commissioners unanimously accepted the Clackamas County Parks Advisory Board (PAB) recommendation that the Hardscrabble property
become part of an area for Clackamas River Watershed Protection and that it should not be sold to a private interest or mined.
- Commissioners unanimous support to implement the following specific recommendations for the property:
1. Retained in public ownership (i.e., County will not sell property for a private quarry or trophy home housing development).
2. Included in the inventory of County lands for future master planning and consideration for development by the PAB and the staff.
3. Included as a priority for master planning as part of the future Clackamas County Parks Department Master Plan.
4. Retained in its current status (i.e., posted “No Trespassing™) pending a master plan.

7 November 2006: Election Day

- Lake Oswego Council President Lynn Peterson (Vice Chair) replaced Commissioner Larry Sowa on the Board of County Commissioners.
Commissioner Martha Schrader (Chair) and Commissioner Bill Kennemer are also on the BCC.

- Overwhelming passage of Metro Measure 26-80 providing $227.4 million for greenspace protection and willing-seller land acquisition in 27
regional target areas including the Clackamas River Bluffs and Greenway. The Madrone Wall is centrally located in this target area which has
zero acres of County Parks and will serve as an anchor for acquisitions to help establish an eastside large regional park of greenspace lands and
interconnected trails. Clackamas County Parks will receive a $1.937 million local government share windfall from passage of this bond measure.

23 January 2007: Parks Advisory Board Meeting (PAB)

- The PAB reviewed Clackamas County Parks Department staff recommendations for the next five years park’s budget (“Capital Improvements
Five Year Plan™). Thirty-five projects were recommended by County Parks staff for funding from an overall budget of $6.437 million. Included
in the staff recommendation were two recommended Madrone Wall allocations.

- First Allocation: A $40K “Hardscrabble Master Plan” allocation for FY2007-2008. The master plan would plan for park activities and uses,
capital expenses, traffic studies, on-site parking needs/design, and state highway approach. It would incorporate discussions with neighbors and
interested parties and a required [20-day conditional use¢ application required to allow for park activities on timber-zoned land (common for
County park properties). The master plan should be completed in nine to twelve months after the fiscal year starts on | July this year.

- Second Allocation: This “Madrone Park Improvements” recommended allocation would occur four years later in FY2011-2012 (i.e.. “Year
5™) for $300K. Creating required on-site parking is identified as the single largest capital expense; other capital expenditures include a porta-
potty, signage, and trail materials. Three separate estimates acquired by the MWPC last fall show the cost to grade and finish a parking lot for 50
cars will cost a maximum of $40K for gravel and $70K for asphalt. While these estimates do not include surveying, permitting, site preparation,
they do indicate that park improvements may be significantly less than what this $300K capital allocation allows for. The MWPC has lined-up
several professionals, including cartographers and traffic engineers, willing to donate pro bono time to assist the planning process further
reducing County costs (Note: If you would like to donate pro bono professional efforts to the parks master planning process, please contact Keith
K. Daellenbach at kdaellenbach@att.net or 503/691-4102). This, in addition our commitment to provide a minimum of [,000 volunteer hours to
remove illegally dumped rubbish, improve/create hiking trails, and pull invasive plants, will make this a public-private win-win. It is critical
that_the County follow through with their goal to make this a priority by establishing funding for capital improvements in years
immediately following the FY2007-2008 park master planning process. This logic is applied to other County projects and the Madrone Wall
should not be an exception. The master plan should not languish four years before something concrete is accomplished. By establishing
FY2008-2009 County allocations, the opportunity to establish substantial grant partnerships with Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
and/or philanthropic organizations will greatly increase.

II. UPCOMING EVENTS:

20 February 2007: Parks Advisory Board Meeting (PAB)

- 7:00 p.m.: February’s PAB meeting will further refine the Park’s budget and finalize recommendations for consideration by the
Commissioners. Reallocation decisions at the January PAB meeting, provide opportunity to move up Year 5 Madrone Wall capital funding to
FY 2008-2009 which is warranted. While it is up to the PAB Chair to take comments from visitors, if you would like to provide input. we
encourage you to attend this critical planning meeting, It will be held on Tuesday the 20™ in Room 436 of the County’s Sunnybrook Service
Center (9101 S.E. Sunnybrook Blvd., Clackamas). We also encourage vou to contact the Commissioners directly (www.co.clackamas. or.us/bec/)
and register your support for the timely creation of a County park in a park-barren area with massive anticipated population growth in Damascus.

22 February 2007: Oregon Field Guide/Oregon Public Broadcasting (OPB):

- 8:30 p.m.: OPB will air an episode taped last September of a visit to a unique series of talus caves located along the Clackamas River Bluffs.
One of the MWPC Directors, Keith K. Daellenbach, participated in this exploration and his geologic investigation is being extended to the similar
and unique geology of the Madrone Wall site. This will form the basis for future educational displays. OPB rebroadcast: 6:30 p.m., 02/25/07.

22 April 2007: Public Wildflower Tour at Madrone Wall

- 3:00 p.m.: Meet at Still Meadow Community (16561 S.E. Marna Road, Clackamas, www.stillmeadowcommunity.com) for an introductory
discussion about the Madrone Wall and then carpool a half mile to the site to witness one of the finest displays of wildflowers anywhere in the
northern Willamette Valley. This public tour is open to all and you are encouraged to attend. Bring hiking boots and raingear (if necessary).

Mavy-June 2007 — TBD: Board of County Commissioners review of PAB budget recommendations and setting FY2007-2008 budget.

IIIl. MADRONE WALL:

The Madrone Wall (a.k.a., Hardscrabble) is a 44-acre site 2.2 miles east of Carver along County Scenic Highway 224. It has been publicly
owned by Clackamas County since 1937 and was for decades a site of public ecology education and open for recreational hiking, rock climbing,
horseback riding, picnicking, and bird and flower viewing prior to its closure in the fall of 1997 as an ill-conceived County quarry plan was
pursued. This plan was later narrowly averted as quarrying was deemed uneconomical. This compact site contains an uncommon stand of
Pacific madrone and the only geologic feature of its kind in the northern Willamette Valley, a natural cliff face of Boring basalt soaring over 100
feet. Views over the nearby Clackamas River are stunning. This public site has a diverse and intact ecosystem including over 100 plant species
with a few remaining old-growth Douglas fir and native wildflowers. It is the source of drinking water for nearby citizens and a clear, cool
tributary stream supports the endangered salmon habitat in the Clackamas River designated as a National Wild and Scenic River.

Latest updates at WWW.SAVEMADRONE, ORG (including .MP3 downloadable OPB radio report)

(Please continue to respect Clackamas County’s current “No Trespassing” posting at the Madrone Wall.)

Madrone Wall Preservation Committee
5815 N.E. 31* Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97211
www.savemadrone.org
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Madrone Wall Closer to Becoming a Park

BY C.L. BOLSINGER

cal cliff. The issue arose in 1997
when Clach County closed

r Portland rock climber
Keith Daellenbach, into
the seventh year of a

technical climb up a political
mountain, the summit may be
near. On January 31, 2006.
the Clackamas County Board of
Commissioners unanimously ac-
cepted Clackamas County Parks
Advisory Board's recommenda-
tion that county-owned Madrone
Wall—a one-hundred-foot  cliff
prized by rock climbers—and the
forested land around it (forty-four
acres on the books as the Hard-
scrabble property) should not be
sold for residential development
or a rock quarry. Instead it is to
be retained in public ownership
as part of the Clackamas River
Watershed Protection area, and
included as a priority in Clacka-
mas County Parks Department s
Master Plan. The property is to
be retained in its current status
pending completion of the mas-
ter plan.

Daellenbach, Director of Ma-
drone Wall Preservation Com-
mittee (MWPC), a 501{c)3}
nonprofit organization, led a ver-
itable crusade to save the verti-

lume 12 No. 3
:

the popular climbing site to the
public, out of fear of litigation
over injuries, and to explore the
possibility of selling the land for
development. At the time, the
county's price tag for the tract
was ten million dollars. Mw‘PC
researched the legal question
and found that ORS 105.672
Insulates local governments from
liability for recreational use of
government land. MWPC ar-
ranged for an independent ap-
praisal that set a maximum value
for the property at $770,000;
co-funded a study with the county
that determined the rock quarry
idea was economically infeasible;
and launched a letter-writing
campaign that garnered enthusi-
astic support for preserving the
tract from nearby residents, local
and national conservation and
recreation organizations, local
businesses, community planning
groups, and city governments
(more than four hundred letters,
e-mails, and signed petitions
were submitted, all in favor of
preserving the area, and making
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it open to the public, and none
to sell it for development). It now
seems likely that the Parks Advi-
sory Board, in view of this over-
whelming response, may allow
the creation of a park. The press
release announcing the Clacka-
mas County Board of Commis-
sioners’ decision stated that a
park open to the public may be
established as early as 2007.
What Will The Public Get
If The Property Becomes a

The centerpiece, of course,
is the colorful cliff and its halo
of colorful madrone trees. The
cliff—the “Madrone Wall"—is an
exposed face of an ancient lava
flow called the Boring basalt for-
mation, roughly a thousand feet
long and one hundred feet high.
It is less than an eighth of a mile
from SR 224—the Clackamas
River Highway—between Carver
and Barton. The cliff faces south,
and before the county closed it
to the public, it was especially
popular among rock-climbers in
the Portland area—estimated to
number between three and ten
thousand—in the spring and fall

Park?

when climbing sites at higher el-

evations were inaccessible,
Basalt typically comes in som-

ber tones of gray to nearly black

The unmistakable curling bark of the Pacific madrone tree.

(C.L. Bolsinger photo)

(as in parts of the Columbia
Gorge). but the Madrone Wall
is an artist's palette with daubs
of ocher, sienna, pumpkin, and
gray on a background of golden
tan, the colors changing with
the shifting light. When | first
saw the cliff, from a distance of
about two hundred fifty feet and
through the screen of a scattered
conifer and leafless hardwood
forest, 1 thought the color must
be due to epiphytes. Up close, 1
saw that though there are lichens
and moss on parts of the cliff, for
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the most part the color seems to
be in the rock itself (the site is
closed to the public; I obtained
permission to visit the tract from
Dan Zinzer, Director, Clackamas
County Department of Business
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and Community Services).
Surrounding the cliff is a fairty

typical low-elevation forest of

Douglas fir, western red cedar,

had to seale the cliff—the sort
of thing I don't do anymore—or
go around the end of the giant
outcrop, requiring a brief jaunt

See “Madrone,” page 17
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“Madrone,” from page 16

on another property I did not
have permission to cross. At the
base of the hill, along SR 224,
is a seasonal wetland forest of
Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia).
the most wet-site-tolerant tree
species in Oregon, and probably
the entire West Coast {ash tree in
Spanish is fresno. the name of a
California town built in a former
Oregon ash wetland).

“Typical” lowland forests
such as the one surrounding Ma-
drone Wall were once plentiful in
northwestern Oregon, and are
still not too hard to find, but they
are gradually disappearing. Un-
less a deliberate effort is made to
set some aside. they'll eventually
be gone. They provide unique
wildlife habitat, are valuable as
watershed, contain a diverse
flora, mcluding many species of
yet-unknown usefulness (recently
hazel-—Corylus sp — a common
understory shrub in the Madrone
Wall forest, has been discovered
to contain an anticancer sub-
stance, similar to taxol and tax-
otere in Pacific yew), and their
nearness to urban areas makes

them especially valuable as
“readily accessible” nature.
What About

the Madrone Trees?

AtMadrone Wall, the madrone
trees—listed as Pacific madrone
in most botany books—are con-
fined to the immediate area of
the cliff, on the top, at both ends,
and near the bottom. A member
of the Ericaceae {heath) family.
which includes azalea. rhodo-
dendron, manzanita, blueberry,
huckleberry, and cranberry, ma-
drone (Arbutus menziesti) natu-
rally occurs from southwestern
British Columbia to central Cali-
fornia. The tree was named el
madrorio by Father Juan Cres-
pi. chronicler of the overland
Portola expedition of 1769 to
discover the “lost bay” of Mon-
terey. Apparently Father Crespi
named the tree after the closely
related Madrono, or strawberry
tree (Arbutus unedo} common
in the Mediterranean region
(strawberry trees are grown as
ornamentals in the Northwest).
To confuse the matter, some

books offer a choice of mad:

h b Bumblet

B Forestry, foliage diseases com-

or madrono, with or without the
tilde over the n.

Madrone is relatively rare in
northwest Oregon, generally con-
fined to a few rocky south-facing
slopes, such as the Willamette
Falls overlook on Interstate 205
across the river from Oregon City
(scattered among Oregon white
oaks on both sides of the free-
way, but stop i the pullout ifyou
want to look). It is an evergreen
broadleaf tree, generally small in
comparison to most of its asso-
ciates, but occasionally reaches
large proportions, especially in
southern Oregon and California.
A whopper in Humboldt County,
California is listed in American
Forestry Association’s Big-Tree
Register as 129.9 inches in di-
ameter {10.8 feet) and ninety-
six feet tall Despite its smallish
size in this area. it is still an at-
tention-getter, with colorful bark
that may be chartreuse, yellow,
orange. red, or brown; smooth
at first. then peeling off to reveal
another smooth layer. An out-
of-print {or maybe righteously
banned) Oregon tree guidebook
called it “the strip-tease tree.”

Madrone is also a noncon-
formist in shape: unlike the tall,
straight, conifers with which it of-
ten associates, it leans and twists
this way and that, as though con-
fused as to which way is up. Ron-
ald Reagan once said of redwood
trees, which all tend to be tal
and straight, their boles sheathed
in that same old furrowed bark,
“H you ve seen one, you've seen
them all.” He couldn't say that
about madrone trees.

Madrone has beautiful, hard,
dense, reddish wood, and despite
the difficulty in finding straight
logs, and the long time required
in seasoning, it has been used in
furniture: a small amount from
California has been marketed
on the East Coast as “Pacific
cherry.”

In the early spring, madrone
trees are covered with large,
drooping clusters of fragrant,
white, urn-shaped flowers, abuzz
with bees. Bumblebees are more
effective pollinators of madrone

fly in cooler temperatures, even
in light rain, and—a case where
size does matter—they have
longer tongues that can reach
down nto the tubular madrone
flowers. Clusters of bright red-or-
ange berries often hang on the
tree until Christmas or later. The
berries are about one-third of an
inch in diameter with a dry mealy
interior similar to that of rose
hips, divided into five chambers
that enclose several small seeds.
[ personally don't care for the
berries, but they're popular with
birds and small mammals. The
ground near the base of Madrone
Wall is littered with cracked-open
madrone berries, apparently the
work of Townsend chipmunks,
common in the area

Many of the madrone trees
at Madrone Wall have a foliage
disease that superficially resem-
bles a severe case of apple scab:
brown, purple and black spots
on leaves; some leaves entirely
blackened: some branches almost
completely defoliated. Though a
“madrone dieback” has disfig-
ured and killed trees in southern

mon to madrone in this area are
not considered serious. The dis-
ease al Madrone Wall, probably
“madrone leaf spot,” Cryptostic-
tus arbuti, might be worse now
because of the long spell of wet
weather we've had.

A botanical inventory of the
Madrone Wall tract
more than one hundred plant
species, the sort of floral diver-
sity one would expect in an area
with such contrasting environ-
ments. Even in the chilly days of
winter, well before the flush of
spring, the area teems with plant
life. In a few weeks it will be a
floral extravaganza.

Two plant species that seem
to be confined to the boulder-
strewn, semi-sunny area near the
base of the cliff are hairy hon-
eysuckle and poison ocak. Both
would probably spread if the
surrounding forest canopy were
opened up very much.

Common plants in the for-
est understory
fern, salal, Oregon grape, hazel,
oceanspray, serviceberry. wild
rose, three species of blackberry
Oregon and California, accord- (native trailing blackberry, and
ing to Alan Kanaskie, plant pa-
thologist. Oregon Department of

identified

include sword

introduced  Himalayan  black-
berry and cut-leaf blackberry.) A

clump of Scouler willow serves
as a “trellis” for a native clematis
vine. Invasive Scotch broom is
filling in some of the grassy glade
south of the cliff, and English iy
threatens to take over the lower
part of the tract, covering the
ground m places and envelop-
ing tree trunks. On some maple
trees the ivy is smothering the
native licorice ferns. Ivy control
might be added to the to-do list

anning for the
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LOCAL NEWS
SINCE 190
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Madrone Wail
project update

A story appeared in an August
2005 edition of the Canby Herald
regarding the Madrone Wall proj
ectand we thought we'd give res-
idents an update.

After nearly a year 1w 2005
spent coltecting mput from hun-
dreds ot citizens, five local com-
munity planning organizations,
city of Damascus government,
Carver busiesses. public orgami-
zations and more than 30 organi-
zations, the Clackamas Boasd of
County Commissioners unani
mously accepted the Clackamas
County Parks Advisory Board
(PAB) recommendations that the
Hardscrabble  property  (ak.a.
Madrone Wall} become part of
the Clackamas River Watershed
Protechion and oot be sold 1o a
privale interest or mined

The recommendations included
making this site a priority for
parks master planning. At the Jan.
17 and Feh. 20 PAB meetings,

= {anby

park planning items in the five-
year plan will be re-evaluated and
re-prioritized  The anucipated
Damascus papulation growth is
set 1o occur in an area severely
underserved by parks (the 2000
County Parks Master Plan, tor the
Damascus-Boring Area sub-area.
calls for 131 park acres in 1995
and 259 acres in 2015 yel offers
zeta park acres)

We arge the PAB 10 recom-
mend authorizing parks master
planning funding in February and
follow on county commissioners
authorization in spring 2007

Please take this opportunity to
register your support for this park
creation project hy contacting the

Board of County Commussioners
und urge them (o take the next
step — parks master planning for

the Hardscrahble/Madrone
site Tocated 2.2
Carver along
Highway 224

Wall
miles east ol
County Scenic

KEITH K. DAELLENBACH
MADRONE WALL PRESERVATION
ComaTTeE
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Latest updates at WWW.SAVEMADRONE.ORG
(including .MP3 downloadable OPB radio report)




