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:The county studled the poss1—
- bility of further mining the site irv also said Tuesday that the land

— RGSIdentS erte the Jate 1990s to obtain gravel for “probably ought to be a park.”

» county road projects, but offi-
¢ cials decided to buy rock in-

Comimissioner Bi Kennemet

But he warned that “giving it
away and not taking a careful fi;
duc1ary look” was a bad idea:

County could reop \
rock—chmbmg area

Clackamas commissioners ask-
for astudy on the best use of -
land including a once- popular
climbing wall near Carver -

By SARAH HUNSBERGER
' THE OREGONIAN. . :

After years of posting no- trespassmg )

signs at a once-popular chrnbmg wall,

Clackamas. County commissioners de-

cided Tuesday to consider reopening the . .:
. serving the county-owned propertyas a
“patkor open space could be the best op-

area, possibly as a countypark

The forested 45-acre site niear Carver
is known as the Madrone Wall, because
of its stand of Pacific madrone trées and "

I its 100-foot-high rockchff

“Commissioners will' ask’ the county
_parks advisory board fo:meet:with'po-
"tential users; study options” and make a
- récommendation byfall- 7

POSSlbllltlBS mclude mmmg or logglng
the site, selling it to a private- party for

¢ Tecreational " use, designating it, as a

county park, allowing groups to use it for

* tecreatior if they provide upkeép and in-:
< Surance, -or keepmg it off lumts to the

public.
Comrmssmners saxd Tuesday that pre-

calli in support

Cormmésmner 1 arry Sow:

“isuggested last - year that the The county ‘doesn’t have: an

board take another look at al- updated property value esti;
lowing public access fo the mate, The county bought thé
property, at least until the coun- property fOl’ $2 000 in 1937.

Conﬁnued ﬁom Page Bl

o might néed it for mininy
Many chrnbers consxder thety g &

wall to ' be one-of: ‘the best ocke: The: county has recelved let- 91
chmbmg ‘sites®in the’ Porﬂand ters and ¢alls in'recent months
area ; e, from residents mshmg to pro

: - tect the site or reopen it fo the

) The property, Just Oﬁ Oregon public, . said Dan  Zinzer,  the "¢

224, was closed. o climbers;in county’s transportation. ‘engi- . “I:for"

the 19905 bya county nsk man- neering’ and “parks manager, interested

agement committee: . - Zinger also has gotteri several re: dlimbing. park that we're run:
‘Keith Daeﬂenbach of - Poit,, Cent inquiries from miners look” ning,” Kennemersald

land, a climber who' diretts the mgfor sources ofrock ~ k :

nonproﬁt Madrone Wall Préser- A area that includes: the wal} :

vation Comrmttee, sa1d liability 150 is being discussed as a pos- s

Sh 1 . -sible conservation or park area

p : ut that state laws as part of the planning process

say public ] landowners aren't lia- for the Damascus area. The wa]I

ble :for injuries or_dedths " thatfis outside thenew city:

arise out of recreanonal use.of Commissioner Martha

the land. . “iSchrader said: Tuesday that she

r(“zews oregonidn.cont™

MARRONE

s MADRONE WALL Pge 02 " part of the property hs becn thinks apen space or 4 park
mined, ‘andthe site “also has would be the “best -use of the
been “called  the Hardscrabble propérty and that she is unlikely
Quarry. The wa]hs anatural fea— to consider other options.. - - ‘i
ture NN %

Upcoming April Events:

5 April (Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m.: “Future of Madrone Wall" presentation to the Boring Community Planning

Organization (CPO) at the Boring Fire Hall Annex (28655 S.E. Highway 212, Boring) by the Madrone Wall
Preservation Committee.

12 April (Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m.: Informational meeting at Still Meadow Community (16561 S.E. Marna
Road, Clackamas, www.stillmeadowcommunity.com) to discuss the lands along the Clackamas River under
public ownership or conserved for their natural resource values, including the Madrone Wall. The Three Rivers

Land Conservancy (www.trlc.org) has invited the MWPC to speak along with State Parks, Metro, and
Clackamas County.

19 April (Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m.: Madrone Wall and Smith Rocks rescue litter fundraiser featuring
Washington rock and ice climber extraordinaire Jim Yoder at Old Market Pub (6959 Multnomah Blvd.,
Portland) sponsored by American Alpine Club-Oregon Chapter, Mazamas, The Access Fund.

23 April (Saturday) at 10:00 a.m.: A special opportunity to tour the Madrone Wall and see first hand the
bogs, wetlands, wildflowers, old growth Douglas fir, Pacific madrone, and inspiring naturally-created three
million year old basalt cliff. We are co-organizing this site visit with Three Rivers Land Conservancy and will
be first meeting at Still Meadow Community (16561 S.E. Marma Road, Clackamas,
www.stillmeadowcommunity.com) at 10:00 a.m. and, from there, carpool to the site. We will finish around
noon. Please RSVP to Keith K. Daellenbach (kdaellenbach@att.net) of the MWPC if you are interested in
attending.

Please visit our updated website at www.savemadrone.org

Madrone Wall Preservation Committee
5815 N.E. 31" Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97211
www.savemadro-ne.drg
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White ‘areas represent publllc Iands and the prwalely held Grant Park Some would ltke to see these areas combzned to farm a'state or regional park between Damascus and the

Clackamas River.

Greenway between Carver ¢ and Bormg explored

"Btg Pnrk ” from ‘page 8-

Park Proponents Discuss Optlons are still i their infancy ‘ard logal

by Marty Beaudet, political correspondent

uring the summer 0£2003,
in the run-up to the 2004

vote, residents of the Damascus
and Boring communities were
surveyed on a number of issues the
area would have to confrout in the
face of impending growth.”Whern
asked to state what they valued
about the area in which they lived,
88 percent of respondents 1dent1—
fied “green or open space :

It was not surprlsrng then,
wher the official Damascus-Bor-
ing Concept Plan process began
early last year, that the concept

River in Barton. The county also

_.owus a unique piece of land near
Damascus incorporation -

Carver, a defunct rock quarry
kriown as'the'Madrone Wall (see
update, page 4). This site was
extremely popular among the
region’s rock climbers until the
county recently prohibited access.
Now only vandals and illegal
dumpers frequent the site. County
Commissioner Larry Sowa has

- expressed mterest in returning it

to use as a quarry at some future

“date. The nonprofit Madrone Wall

Preservation Committee is active-

ly opposing such a proposal.

“County oﬁ‘iczals are quzck to poznt out that proposals
Jor the creation of a new park in the area are still in-
their infancy and local residents should not expect to
See any new restrictions placed on their land.”

of an expansive park, bordering
the new city of Damascus and the
village of Boring, had widespread
support. among the participants.
Described as a possible “Forest
Park East” by many—a refer-
ence to the uation’s largest park
within a city, tunning northward
for 26 miles along Portland’s
West Hills—the idea was first
given form by Dean Apostol, a
Damascus resident (and Observer
contributor) witli a background in
landscape architecture and open
space planning. -

The idea of a park on the north
side of the Clackamas River is not
a new one. In 1995 Metro passed
a bond measure to nlse money to
acquire open space for preserva-
tion and has already used many
of those funds to acquire land in
the Clackamas floodplain south
of Damascus. “Metro has acquired
609 acres along the Clackaimas
River Greenway, particularly in
the vicinity of Barton Park,” says
Jim Desmond, Director of Metro
Parks and Greenspaces.” The
Greenway is defined as “the river
corridor from Gladstone upstream
to Barton Park.”

The State of Oregon’s Parks

and Recreation Department has-

previously suggested a linear park
following the defunct Cazadero
railroad grade between Boring and
Estacada. Governor Kulongoski
has said he would like to create a
new state park every year for the
next decade.

Clackainas County, for its part,
already operates Barton Park on

< With the latest expansion of
the Urban Growth Boundary
(UGB) in 2003 and the subse-
quent formation of a new city in
the region, many park advocates
saw the need to bring together

the disparate elements of various -

greenspace proposals and explore
the Teasibility of including one or
more such parks in the emerging
Damascus-Boring Concept Plan.
Whether these lands would be
administered by state, county,
Metro, or city jurisdictions has not
been determined, but representa-
tives from several jurisdictions
participated in a recent meeting to
explore the idea.

The meeting, which took
place on February 9, 2003, was
called by Commissioner Martha

the Clackamas County Board
of Commissioners. Its purpose
‘was to “provide a forum for sev-
eral agencies to share information
about lands currently under public
ownership in the Damascus area.”
A spokesperson from Shrader’s of-
fice said of the meeting’s outcoine,
“Participants agrecd that there
may be potential to seek public
ownership for hore lands in this
area for parks and open space in
the future. The creation of a new
park or natural area would require
ani extensive public process and
if pursued in the future would
include the city of Damascus and :
the comnmunity at large.”

County officials are also quick
to point out that proposals for the
creation of a new park in the area”

residents should not expect to see

any new Ttestrictions. placed on_

their land. Indeed, the recent pas-
sage of Measure 37, which would

require, comp ion to Iandown-

ers for any limitations that Te--

\ ‘duced property value, is likely to

- make such restrictions untenable.. -
any"

- Instead, says. the county, “
- acquisition of lands in the future
would be under a wrllmn-seller
basis only.” :

Three Rivers Land Conser-
vancy, a Lake.Oswego-based
_nonprofit organization, seeks land-
owners willing to donate property

_for preservation purposes and is

active:in the current dialog regard-

mg possible parklands along the -

Clackamas River. TRLC has re-
cently received grant monies from
Clackamas County with which it

. hopes to negotiate a conservation
. easement on a 120-acre site along’
: Highway 224 just south of the

Damascus city limits. The site,
formerly known as Grant Park,
is said to contain the largest talus
“cave system in the US, including

the Clackamas River.
The combination of the many
considered sites—the Madrone

Wall, Grant Park, Metro’s 97

I'acres near Pigeon Lake, Barton

Park—have been suggested by
Apostol and others as the basis for
a “big park” running the length of
the Clackamas River bluffs from
Carver to Barton ~and extending

notthward beside North;Fork"
Déep Creek along the state«owned .
Cazadero right-of-way. Thrs area’

oughly corresponds to the fresent ,
eastern border of the UGB. Metro

. councrlors have at tindes
Shrader, who currently chairs ;. ¥ tossed

around the idea of using the area’s
stark and distinct geographic

features to define a “hard edge”
beyond which the UGB would
“not pass. Park proponents see a

state park here:as an 1dea1 way to |

- accomplish that.

The -City ‘of Estacada has also
expressed support for a revival of
the state’s proposal—originally

“floated in the eighties—to extend

the Springwater Trail system,
which begins near the Sellwood
Bridge in Portland, -all the way to
Estacada, While the state already
holds title to the former Cazadero

railroad grade, previous attempts =

to establish a linear park were
~halted. when owners of ad]acent
property disputed that owner-
ship. Says-Apostol, “State Parks

an underground lake adjacent to

is 'intereste& in moving forward
with the trail, particularly if there
is strong local support. They
would like some time to begin a
survey and title search, do some
maintepance, and perhaps start

_some outreach to local property

owners.” (For more on the Spring-

water Trail, see the Trailhead Park

- 'story on page one.) :
Metro might also be-able to -
help in the acquisition of more
. acreage from willing sellers. Says
" Desmond, “The Metro Council
_ has mdrcated 1ts mtentron to ask

'the voters to approve a bon mea-

a site like the Clackamas Bluffs
area represents an interesting op-

portunity and is exactly the type”
of potential project that the Metro*’

Council may want to consider.”
Shrader and other officials
who met recently had originally
planned a February 24 commu-
nity forum to discuss park ideas,
but the consensus that emerged
from the meeting was ‘that such
an event would be premature, as
there are still no concrete propos-
als to present to the public. Pro-
ponents also worried that without
a'well-researched and definitive

. plan to put forward, the idea might

unduly alarm local residents who
fear their land would be adversely
affected. Several participants went
to great lengths however, to stress
that no one intends to impose
any new restrictions on unwilling
landowners.

It is likely that whatever pro-
posal is finally put forward will
dovetail with the concept plan
for the entire area, scheduled to
be completed at the end of this
year. And even if a park plan is
finally adopted by one or more
government bodies, it will almost
certainly take many years to make
it a reality. If the polls hold true,
any such proposal will garner
overwhelmmﬂ support from the

to sas} exactly ;hich‘ properﬁesr
mrght be ellgrble for_purchase;

For more mformatron on the
Madrone ‘Wall site, contact Ma-
drone Wall Preservation Com-

_!:mrttee 5815 NE 31% Avenue,

Porﬂa.nd, 97211, or visit its web-

. Slte at WWW. savemadr one. org.

‘MADRONE

Please address your letters and emails supporting
the creation of a Madrone Wall Park to
Commissioners and to the Parks Advisory Board:

Clackamas County Board of Commissioners
Commissioner Martha Schrader, Chairperson
Commissioner Bill Kennemer, Vice Chairperson
Commissioner Larry Sowa

2051 Kaen Road

Oregon City, Oregon 97045

www.co.clackamas.or.us/bee/

bee@eco.clackamas.or.us

Clackamas County Parks Advisory Board
¢/o Parks & Property Management

9101 S.E. Sunnybrook Blvd.

Clackamas, Oregon 97015

MADRO-_—IGE




