






















































    
 

 

Oregon Chapter Sierra Club
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 110

Portland, Oregon  97214
Voice: (503) 238-0442, 304  Fax: (503) 238-6281

e-mail: oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org
www.oregon.sierraclub.org

            10/13/05 
 
Clackamas County Board of Commissioners 
Chairperson Martha Schrader 
Vice Chair Bill Kennemer 
Commissioner Larry Sowa 
2051 Kaen Road 
Oregon City, Oregon  97045 
bcc@co.clackamas.or.us 
 
Re:  Preservation of Madrone Wall 
 
Dear Commissioners Schrader, Kennemer and Sowa, 
 
It has come to my attention that you are soliciting public input for your upcoming decision regarding the 
future of the Madrone Wall, just east of Carver near the Clackamas River.  This site has numerous values as 
open space including outstanding wildflowers, scenic views of the Clackamas River, old growth Douglas fir 
and Pacific madrone, wetland bogs, and outdoor recreational opportunities.  With steadily increasing 
development pressures in this part of the greater metropolitan area, open spaces such as Madrone Wall will 
continue to become increasingly valuable to the public in their undeveloped condition. 
 
Given the benefits to the public and the need for open space and parks within urban growth boundaries, the 
Sierra Club urges you to turn the Madrone Wall area into a publicly owned park to be protected from 
development now and in the future.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Scott Chapman 
Land Use Coordinator 
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club 















Outward Bound® West       

 

208 SW First Avenue, Suite 260 
Portland, OR 97204 
503-243-1993 
Fax: 503-274-7722 
outwardboundwest.org 
 

 
October 12, 2005 
 
Clackamas County Board of Commissioners
Martha Schrader 
Bill Kennemer 
Larry Sowa 
2051 Kaen Road 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the preservation of the Madrone Wall in Clackamas County.  
This treasured site needs to be kept open and available to the public to enjoy now and for generations to 
come.  It would be tragic if this site fell into private hands and became developed or worse, quarried.   
 
Outward Bound has been based in Oregon since 1964.  We provide wilderness challenge for the purpose of 
personal development.  We recognize the type of experience one can have in a wilderness setting and, as a 
non-profit, we strive to provide this experience to as many people as possible.  Our students learn more 
about themselves in two weeks in the mountains than perhaps in there entire life.  Wilderness not only 
strips us of our beds, cars and cell phones, it also strips us of our labels and self imposed limitations.  
It allows us to discover who we really are, to try on a different pair of shoes and come back an 
improved version of ourselves.   
 
Preserved lands are disappearing at a drastic rate.  With urbanization happening faster and faster, the next 
generation of Oregonians is losing touch with the natural world around them.  One of the many reasons for 
this is simply a loss of natural areas for them to explore as well as a belief that the natural world is no 
longer valued.  Children learn values from the environment in which they are brought up.  What are we 
teaching our kids by not saving the Madrone Wall?  Are big houses more important than seeing white 
tail deer 15 feet away; experiencing an explosion of spring wild flowers or sharpening one’s character on 
an exhilarating rock climb?   A unique opportunity stands before you in Clackamas County.  This is an 
opportunity to preserve a little piece of Oregon for yourselves, for fellow citizens and most 
importantly for the generations to follow.   
 
I urge you to protect this local natural treasure and make it available for the citizens of Oregon to enjoy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Neil Gibson 
Northwest Outreach Coordinator 
Outward Bound Wilderness 
 
 
 
 

Outward Bound West is a non-profit, tax-exempt educational organization. 
As a 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, all contributions are tax deductible. 














